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A $1,000 reinforced-concrete retaining wall was to be built in December 1931.   
 
A permit was issued in January 1935 to remodel a bathroom, build a closet, re-tile another 
bathroom, and paint a bedroom. Homer B. Mead of Montrose was the contractor for these 
projects, valued at $350.   
 
The following month, February 1935, permission was given to build a bathroom, dressing room, 
and closet for a total cost of $950.  Square footage to be added to the house totaled 136. The 
owner was to serve as his own contractor.   
 
In September 1936, permission was given to build a tennis court for $1,800.   
 
The depth of the garage was to be increased by just over one foot and an overhead door was to be 
installed for $75, according to a permit issued in April 1940. Fred W. Pretz of Los Aneles was 
the contractor.   
 
A permit was issued in August 1971 to remodel the kitchen at a cost of $2,800. The owner would 
serve as his own contractor. 
 
A new HVAC system was installed in December 2001 and the electrical system was upgraded to 
200 amps.  
 
Copies of some of these permits are attached on pages 17 through 28.   
 
(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
Assessor’s Records:  The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on  
December 16, 1929 and recorded a single one and one-half story “bungalow” and garage.  The 
house had a concrete foundation, stucco walls, a gabled tiled roof, and plain wood trim. Heat was 
provided by a fireplace and a gas furnace with six registers.  There were thirteen “special”-
quality plumbing fixtures.  Lighting fixtures were also rated “special.”  Interior stucco with a 
“jazz” finish and Gothic timbering were the primary interior features.  Bookcases were built-in.  
The house had a total of five hardwood floors.  Overall construction quality of the house was 
rated “special”—the highest category available on the Assessor’s form.   
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage of the house at 3,579. On the first floor were a billiard 
room, two bedrooms, two tiled bathrooms, a laundry room, and a furnace room. The second floor 
contained an entry hall, a living room, a dining room, two bedrooms, one bathroom, and a 
kitchen. There was also a basement that measured ten by fifteen feet. The attached garage, 
measuring eighteen by twenty feet, had a cement floor and plaster walls.   
 
The Assessor returned on November 13, 1931 to record the alteration of a storeroom into a 
bedroom, closet, and bathroom with three plumbing fixtures.  
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On August 28, 1935 the Assessor noted that a living room had been added to the existing 
basement and a bathroom altered.  The living room had been finished in knotty-pine and 
contained a fireplace. The bathroom’s fixtures had been moved but not added to.    
 
The Assessor altered the building record on October 17, 1940 to show that twenty square feet 
had been added to the garage.      
 
The Assessor noted alterations to the kitchen in 1971. 
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 3,529 
with four bedrooms and four bathrooms.   
 
Copies of the Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 29 through 38. 
 
Other Owners and Residents:   

 
Around 1931, William Riley Burnett, an author of popular 
novels and screenplays writing under the name W. R. Burnett, 
became the owner of 926 Hillcroft.   
 
Mr. Burnett (1899-1982) was born in Springfield, Ohio, the 
son of Theodore Addison Burnett, a government veterinarian, 
and Emily C. (Morgan) Burnett. William married the former 
Marjorie Louise Bartow of Ohio in 1920.  He first worked for 
a rubber company and as a hotel clerk in Chicago, but by his 
late twenties was identifying himself as a writer in Los 
Angeles, having by that time written over one hundred short 
stories and five novels. He shared his Hillcroft Road home 
with his wife, his retired parents, and a Filipino houseman.  

Mr. and Mrs. Burnett would later divorce. He married the former Whitney Forbes Johnston in 
1943. W. R. Burnett passed away at the age of 82 in Santa Monica and is interred at Forest 
Lawn. 
 
W. R. Burnett had a 55-year career that included more than 39 novels and 40 screenplays, many 
of the latter based on his books. His first novel Little Caesar became a best-seller and his script 
for its Warner Brothers film version made a star of Edward G. Robinson.  Other classic titles 
included This Gun for Hire, High Sierra, and The Asphalt Jungle.  Mr. Burnett never considered 
himself just a crime or Western writer, however. His characters were three-dimensional, human, 
and realistic although usually placed in a “noir” setting.  He was the winner of the Edgar Grand 
Master Award in 1980.  Additional information about W. R. Burnett and his career can be found 
on pages 7 through 13.   
 
Other owners have included: 
 
By 1949—Harry F. Taylor, a sales manager, and his wife Virginia Taylor. 
 



4 
 

By 1955—Lorne Person, a pharmaceutical manufacturer, and his wife Sue Person. 
 
By 1971—Joseph P. Kenney, a Los Angeles industrial broker, and his wife Maria C. Kenney. 
 
By 2001—Ana Afzal 
 
By 2003—Scott F. and Brandi Kirkland 
 
By 2021—Neal H. and Tracy L. Collier 
 
Note: The Los Angeles Times published an advertisement for the sale of the property in its issue 
of August 12, 1973. The house was described as a “spacious Mediterranean” with a “spectacular 
view.”  The adjacent lot contained a lighted badminton court.  A copy of this ad can be found 
attached on page 14. 
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Sources: 
 City of Glendale, Building Department 
 Los Angeles County Assessor (South El Monte district office) 
 Los Angeles Public Library 

University of Southern California, Architecture and Fine Arts Library   
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, 6th ed. 
  Santa Monica, Angel City Press, 2018. 
 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  2nd ed. 
  New York, Knopf, 2013. 
  
 City Directories:  1929- 
 
 Los Angeles Times:  August 12, 1973; August 12, 1980; April 11, 1982; May 3, 1982;  
  
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 
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ARLOS R. SEDGLEY 
Architect 

 
Arlos Rand Sedgley was born on November 6, 1898 in Centerville, Iowa, the son of a furniture 
merchant.  After obtaining a B.S. degree from the University of Illinois in 1920, he moved to 
Southern California.  He apprenticed with two well-known architects as a designer/draftsman: 
Walker & Eisen in 1921 and Robert H. Orr in 1922.   

 
Although Mr. Sedgley established his own practice in 1923, he did 
also serve as a draftsman for building contractor Ellis G. Martin 
during the mid-1920s.  During this time he also prepared a few plans 
in association with Rolland Delos Putnam (1899-1948) who had 
come to Los Angeles from Nebraska around 1917 and worked as 
both a driver-for-hire and a painter before trying his hand at design 
work.  Mr. Putnam appears to have left the area by 1926.  Around 
1932, Mr. Sedgley established a brief partnership with architect J. 
Frank Cavanaugh, known as Sedgley & Cavanaugh.  However, he 
had again established his own office by 1938 and remained self-
employed for the remainder of his career.  A member of the 
American Institute of Architects, his office for many years was 
located at Fifth and Figueroa in downtown Los Angeles. He lived 
with his wife Ada at 910 North Serrano. 

 
Mr. Sedgley specialized in single-family residential design, but his 1931 plans for the B’Nai Israel 
Synagogue at 2448 Houston Street in East Los Angeles received quite a bit of publicity.  Another 
structure for which he is remembered: the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity at UCLA located at 10023 
Strathmore Drive, which he designed in a “modified colonial style” in 1938.   
 
In a piece on home design written for the Los Angeles Times in January 1930, Mr. Sedgley suggested 
that the architect should “put his thoughts in order” and “houseclean his mind” before beginning 
work.  This was in order to eliminate “such ideas and elements as would clash with the major 
conception of a home and thereby avoid an edifice of horrors.”  He was a firm believer that every 
detail should be studied for “convenience, comfort, and appearance.”  To avoid clutter, he usually 
included many built-ins or at least provided wall recesses for the owner’s furniture, so that they did 
not protrude too far into the rooms.  Mr. Sedgley liked his houses to be open to the outdoors, often 
positioning living and dining rooms next to patios so as to accommodate “life in the sunshine and 
picturesqueness of Southern California.”   
 
One of his documented single-family homes is a Spanish Colonial hillside residence he built for 
himself at 926 Hillcroft Road in Glendale in 1928.  Two others are the Glenn Hall house in an 
English-style at 1720 Oak Street in South Pasadena, built in 1925; and the Ella M. Fudge house, a 
Spanish Colonial residence located at 1775 Chelsea Road in San Marino, built in 1929.   
 
Perhaps as a result of his search for design simplicity, around 1955 Mr. Sedgley moved to  
Tokyo, Japan, where he set up an architectural office known as Sedgley & Associates.  He died in 
Japan in June 1967 at the age of 68.   
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Los Angeles Times 
August 12, 1980; p. G1 

Continued… 



8 
 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Los Angeles Times 
April 11, 1982; p. M31 

Continued… 
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Los Angeles Times 
August 12. 1972; p. K51 
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