










Sherman W. Ford House 
Architectural Description 

 
The Sherman W. Ford House is a single story English Tudor Revival cottage, built 
with an L-shaped plan.  The exterior has traditional Tudor half-timbering, multi-
light casement windows, as well as leaded diamond pane glass windows, wooden 
shutters, textured stucco, a front facing gable on a wing to the left of the front 
porch, with a wood covered central bay and the pediment covered with horizontal 
siding.  The roof is covered with patterned shake shingles. 
 
The small front porch, located to the right of the front wing, is square under a shed 
type roof with horizontal siding, supported by bracketed 4X4 posts with a brick 
insert in the lower part of the porch.  The paneled wooden door has a central grilled 
door viewer.  A small porch light is to the right of the door.  A brick chimney is on 
the rear facade of the cottage. 
 
A single-car garage (built at the same time as the house) is attached on the right 
(North) side of the house. 
 
The house is almost completely unaltered inside and out (with the exception of the 
roof, which was originally wood shake but is now a slate that mimics wood shake.) 
and is a rare intact example of a small storybook style Tudor cottage. 
 
 



Sherman W. Ford House 
2795 Mira Vista Drive 

Significance Statement 

This Tudor Revival cottage was designed and built in 1936 by contractor Jack 
Frith.  It was built for Sherman W. Ford, a recently retired real estate accountant.  
Although the title was in Fords name only, he appears to have married around that 
time.  His wife, Henrietta R. Ford, was three decades his junior.  It appears that 
Ford, who was born in New York City on January 1, 1869, was carefully saving up 
his money, living mostly in rooming houses while he was working before his 
marriage. 

The house is situated on lot 54 of Tract No. 9088 in the Verdugo Woodlands 
community of Glendale.  Verdugo Woodlands has a rich history that reaches back 
to 1784, when Jose Maria Verdugo received a land grant of 36,403 acres, known as 
Rancho San Rafael.  The rancho includes the present day cities of Glendale 
(including the communities of, La Crescenta, Montrose and Verdugo City), 
Burbank, La Cañada-Flintridge, and the city of Los Angeles communities 
of Atwater Village, Cypress Park, Eagle Rock,  Garvanza, Glassell Park, Highland 
Park, and Mount Washington. 

Tract No. 9088 is a subdivision of a part of Lots 1 and 2 of the Verdugo Estate, a 
portion of the 2,629 Acre Tract of the Rancho San Rafael allotted to Teodoro and 
Catalina Verdugo after court action forced the dividing of the rancho in 1869.  The 
tract was filed on March 17, 1926 and was listed under the ownership of the 
Hellman Commercial Trust and Savings Bank.  On February 1, 1931 Lot 54 was 
deeded to Matthew Lauder Vallance, a Scottish born Beverly Hills policeman.  On 
June 12, 1935 he transferred the land to his cousin, Lloyd George Vallance.  It was 
sold to Ford on July 8, 1936 and the permit to build the Tudor Revival house was 
issued on August 1, 1936.   

The Tudor Revival style is based on the original Tudor architecture dating to the 
period from 1485 until 1558, when craftsmen built sophisticated two-toned manor 
homes, with an amalgamation of Renaissance and Gothic design elements. This 
transitional style continued to pop up in villages throughout England until 
Elizabethan architecture took over in 1558.  Known for its use of half-timbered 
walls, steep rooflines and leaded glass windows, the style became easily 
recognizable and soon had versions appearing in other countries, such as France and 
the German states. 



As the United States architecture evolved into the multiple revival style, beginning 
around 1890, the Tudor Revival was one of the earliest to make its appearance.  
Aspects of the style, especially the half-timbering, found its way into other styles, 
especially, some Arts and Crafts designs.  The use of the Tudor design in the United 
States hit its zenith during the 1920s and carried on until the onset of World War II. 

Even though Tudor revival homes were pricey to manufacture, you can still find 
them in all sizes. There are sprawling mansions and small 1000 square feet cottages, 
each with the main design elements that make it a Tudor.  Most of the Tudor 
Revival Houses were large manors, found in the more upscale neighborhoods.  
While the majority of Tudor Revival homes are located in the Northern United 
States since their facade is ideal for colder climates.  However, the style did become 
popular in certain parts of Southern California, seen on many tree-lined streets in 
neighborhoods such as Hancock Park and Windsor Square in the Wilshire District of 
Los Angeles. 

By the 1920s, Los Angeles was filled with talented craftspeople and artists 
from across the globe, lured by studio work. The city was flush with dramatic, 
newly wealthy movie moguls and stars looking for luxurious living quarters 
befitting their new status. Los Angeles became a paradise of unique revival 
styles of architecture. Picturesque, idealized versions of everything from 
Mediterranean villas to Spanish Missions and Greek Revival plantations began 
to pop up everywhere. 

One notable exception to these large houses were the Story-book cottages which 
gained popularity as the movie industry grew.  These small homes were often found 
in bungalow courts, but there were some that were stand-alone houses, frequently 
found on small lots. 

The permit has no space for an architect to be filled in, however, in this case, it was 
most probably designed by the contractor, Jack Frith, who always listed himself as 
a carpenter in public records. 

John Hardy Frith, who was known as Jack Frith, was born in Settle, Yorkshire, 
England on June 23, 1884.  He learned his carpentry in England and China and, 
then immigrated to the United States, arriving in Philadelphia on June 27, 1910.   
Once he had work, he contacted his fiancé, 25 year old Florence Anne Jones, who 
came from England to join him.  They were married on December 23, 1911, the 
day that she arrived.  They lived in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Chicago, Illinois and 
Midco, Missouri before moving to San Bernardino, California after he served in 
the Canadian Navy during World War I.  By 1922 , now with four 
children, were living in the city of Tujunga.  He became a United States citizen in 
1925. 



Once settled in Tujunga, Frith began building houses.  In 1930 he designed and 
built his own family home at 7705 Beckett Street in Tujunga.  That 1,446 square 
foot house is also of a Tudor design.   Many of his other homes also went up in the 
Tujunga area and during the first boom period in the San Fernando Valley.  As the 
Great Depression set in, he remained in the building business, also supervising 
larger projects, but always preferring to be his own boss (according to his 
grandson, John L. Walker).  His expertise and craftsmanship was also valuable in 
remodeling work in the homes of Hollywood stars such as Joe E. Brown, Fred 
Astaire, Humphrey Bogart 
and a beautiful desk for her husband, Director John Farrow, father of actress Mia 
Farrow). 

Jack Frith was a master craftsman who was proud to be referred to as a carpenter, 
whether he was building a chair or a house.  His career extended into the 1950s, 
even after his wife died on November 24, 1945, at the age of 59.  In January 1962, 
he was installed for the second time as the commander of Glendale Post No. 4 of 
the Canadian Legion, but passed away on November, 30, 1962, at the age of 78. 

The Fords appear to have only lived in the house for a short time, if at all.  During 
the 1940s, they were listed at a different address.  They owned the house for a 
decade and then sold it to Harry Albert Islieb and Shirley A. Islieb on October 7, 
1946.  The Isliebs sold the house on August 14 of the following year to Harry R. 
and Jean Agnes Hough who were to live there until their divorce in August 1969.   

Harry R. Hough, Jr. was an insurance agent for Farmers.  They had a son, Harry R. 
Hough III, who grew up in the house.  After their divorce, they retained ownership 
until November 3, 1971, when it was deeded to George B. and Audrey Barrett.  
George Barrett was, around that time, the President of the Los Angeles Turf Club 
that operates the Santa Anita Racetrack in Arcadia. 

The Barretts owned the house for a bit less than three years, selling it to Richard 
 L and Geraldine F. Alexander on September 26, 1974.  Dick Alexander is an 

American sound engineer.  He won two Academy Awards for Best Sound and was 
nominated for six more in the same category.  He has worked on over 170 films 
and television shows since 1975.  

 

  Alexander frequently 
held meeting at the house with actors, directors and other production principals, 
such as Clint Eastwood while working on their films. 
 



On July 16, 1997 the Alexanders sold the house to the current owner, Steve M. 
Vilarino.  The house has remained virtually intact from 1936 up to the present 
through six owners.  Even though Glendale does not include interiors in the 
historic designation, it is worth noting that the well maintained interior of the 
cottage has also retained its original integrity of design. 

The Sherman W. Ford House meets the requirements for Historic Monument as a 
rare intact example of a Tudor Revival cottage.  It may also qualify as a significant 
work by Jack Frith, who may well qualify as a master builder as more of his design 
and construction work is evaluated. 
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Jack Frith in the British Navy circa 1905 

 



 

Jack Frith in China, where he learned many of his carpentry skills. 



 

Jack Frith installed as Canadian Legion Post Commander near end of life 
in 1962. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frith Residence, 7705 Beckett Street, Tujunga, April 2019 



Building Permit History 
2795 Mira Vista Drive 

Glendale 
 
 
 

August 1, 1936: Building Permit No. 8198 to construct a 1-story 5-

2795 Mira Vista Drive on Lot 54 of Tract No. 9088. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Jack Frith 
 Cost: $3,200.00 

 
August 20, 1936: Plumbing Permit No. 34282 to install and connect 

plumbing. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Harry R. Bailey 

Cost: Not Shown 
 
August 21, 1936: Furnace Permit No. 34294 to install wall heater and floor 

furnace. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None  
 Contractor: Andrews Heater Co. 
 Cost: Not Shown 
 
September 10, 1936: Electrical Permit No. 16445 to install electrical wiring in 

new residence. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Coghline Electric 
 Cost: Not Shown 

 



 
 
September 16, 1936: Lath Permit No. 7053 to install lath for plaster in new 

residence. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Louis Hanson 
 Cost: 650 yards of lath 
 
September 21, 1936: Plastering Permit No. 7087 to plaster new residence, 435 

yards on interior and 265 yards on the exterior. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Percy Telefono 
 Cost: Not Shown 
 
November 16, 1936: Sewer Permit No. 35526 to hook up new house to city 

sewer. 
 Owner: Sherman Ford 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Harry R. Bailey 

Cost: Not Shown 
 
June 23, 1965: Plumbing Permit No. 94289 to install a new water heater. 
 Owner: Harry Hough 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Glaze Plumbing 
 Cost: Not Shown 

 
November 12, 1971: Plumbing Permit No. 75814 to install a new water heater. 
 Owner: George B. Barrett 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Glaze Plumbing 
 Cost: Not Shown 

 
July 18, 1978: HVAC Permit No. 47796 to install a new heating system. 
 Owner: Richard Alexander 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Pacific Installers 
 Cost: Not Shown 



 
July 18, 1978: HVAC Permit No. 47797 to install a new air-conditioning 

system. 
 Owner: Richard Alexander 
 Architect: None 
 Contractor: Pacific Installers 
 Cost: Not Shown 

 
January 20, 1988: Building Permit No. 5150B008 to repair earthquake 

damaged fireplace per city standard. 
 Owner: Richard Alexander 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Padgett Masonry 
 Cost: $685.00 
 
Unknown Date 1988: Building Permit not located but was supposed to have been 

issued to re-roof with slate shingles. 
 Owner: Richard Alexander 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Arnold B. Larson 
 Contractor; Unknown 
 Cost: $10,000.00 
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