












 

 

                                                                                                                                   
 

849 CAVANAGH ROAD 
 

GLENDALE 
 

 
Former Address:  807 Cavanagh Road (1928-ca. 1936) 
 
Style:  Spanish Colonial Revival 
 
Year of Completion:  1928 
 
Original Building Permit:  #20658, issued by the City of Glendale on June 21, 1928 for a new                                                                        
two-story, eight-room residence. The house, to measure approximately 52 by 85 feet, would have 
a concrete foundation, wood-frame walls, a tile and composition roof, and one brick chimney 
with two flues.  A copy of this permit is attached on page 7. 
 
Cost to Build:  $14,000—a large amount for a new house of this size at the time. 
 
Architect:    Paul R. Williams, one of the most celebrated designers during the “golden age” of 
California architecture.  Although the building permit does not include the name of the architect, 
the house is listed as a Williams’ work on page 230 of Karen E. Hudson’s book Paul R. 
Williams: A Legacy of Style. Please see the attached biographical materials on Paul Williams on 
pages 8 through 28. 
 
First Owner and Builder:   Vida H. Wallace, a widow, who shared the house with her 
unmarried sister Mamie J. Smith. Mrs. Wallace purchased the undeveloped parcel from the 
Security Trust & Savings Bank.  The original property included all of Lots 106 through 111 
(about 520 linear feet along Cavanagh Road).   
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Vida Wallace was born Vida Hortense Smith in Wheeling, West Virginia on July 9, 1870.  Her 
father John Wallace was a leather dealer and her mother Annie M. (Ulrich) Wallace was of 
German parentage. By 1900 Vida was living in Chicago with her parents, three sisters, and one 
brother.  All four girls were identified in the census as “musicians.”   John Wallace was by then 
working as a “storekeeper.”  
 
Vida married Frederick (“Fred”) H. Wallace in Chicago in 1906.  Fred Wallace was born into a 
farming family in Sark, Wisconsin around 1859, the only child of William and Rosamund 
Wallace.  By 1880, the family was living in Chicago where Fred Wallace worked as the assistant 
treasurer of Haverly’s Theater.  After graduating from the Chicago School of Dental Surgery at 
Lake Forest University in 1892, he set up his own private dental practice in Chicago.   
 
At some point, Dr. and Mrs. Wallace moved to Los Angeles where he died in 1920 at the age  
of 61. He is interred in Chicago.  Mrs. Wallace continued to be active in local society as a 
member of the Tuesday Afternoon Club of Glendale, the La Cañada Thursday Club’s Garden 
Section, the Glendale Garden Club (of which she served as president), and the District 
Federation of Women’s Clubs.  She often entertained in her home and gardens on Cavanagh 
Road.  Vida Wallace passed away on June 16, 1955, having reached the age of 84.  She is 
interred at Forest Lawn.  No obituary could be found for her in the Los Angeles Times.   
 
Following the death of Mrs. Wallace, her Cavanagh Road property was subdivided down to its 
current area. 
 
Other Building Permits:  A new sewer line was installed in February 1957. 
 
The gas meter was relocated in August 1983. 
 
The house was re-roofed in November 2003 for $4,500. 
 
In October 2013 a permit was issued for interior remodeling, including the kitchen.  Structural 
alterations were to be made but no exterior work would occur.  Countywide Remodeling of Van 
Nuys was the contractor. The cost was estimated at $15,000. A copy of this permit is attached on 
page 33.   
 
(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.  
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are 
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)    
 
Assessor’s Records:  The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on February 6, 
1929 and again on May 2, 1961. He recorded a single two-story residence and garage.  The 
house had a concrete foundation, a stucco-over-wood-frame exterior, plaster trim, steel sash, a 
hipped and gabled fully-tiled roof, and “several small balconies.”  Heat was provided by a 
double fireplace, a two-unit gravity gas furnace with ten openings, and electric wall heaters.  
There were twelve “special”-quality plumbing fixtures.  Lighting fixtures (including metal 
sconces) were also considered “special.”  Interior finishes were plaster, Sanitas paper, paint, and 
plain woodwork.  The house had a total of eight hardwood floors.  Overall construction quality 
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of the house was rated “extra special”—in fact, “special” was the highest category available on 
the Assessor’s form, before which he wrote in “ex.”   
 
The Assessor estimated the square footage at 3,806. On the first floor were an entry hall with a 
tile floor and a decorative paneled ceiling, a living room with an arched ceiling and arched 
windows, a den with a tile floor, a dining room with a beamed and plastered ceiling and “ample” 
built-ins, one bedroom, one bathroom, a pass pantry with a sink and built-in painted wood 
cabinets, a kitchen with tile counters and painted wood cabinets, a breakfast room, and a toilet 
room. The second floor contained two bedrooms, two dressing rooms, and one fully-tiled 
bathroom.  There was also a plastered basement that contained a furnace room and a laundry.  
The attached garage, measuring approximately 19 by 21 feet, had a concrete floor, stucco walls, 
a gabled tile roof, a fully-plastered interior, two overhead doors, and a service door.   
 
In 1961, the Assessor commented that the house was “well built [with] solid construction.” 
Ceiling heights were good and partition walls were thick,  
 
The Los Angeles County Assessor still currently estimates the square footage of the house at 
3,806 with three bedrooms and three bathrooms.   
 
Copies of the Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 34 through 39. 
 
Other Owners and Residents:  The Wallace house was sold to Carl E. and Dorothy W. Herrick 
in August 1956.  Mr. Herrick became the sole trustee owner in January 2007. Carl Eugene 
Herrick (1915-2004) was born in Stockton, California. By 1930, the family was living in 
Oglesby, Illinois where Carl’s father Carl J. Herrick was an electrical engineer. Carl, Jr. 
graduated from La Salle High School in 1934. 
 
The year 1940 found the Herricks living in Glendale. The senior Mr. Herrick was now a real 
estate salesman and Carl, Jr. was employed as a mechanic at Lockheed Aircraft.  He would stay 
with Lockheed for the rest of his career, rising to foreman and then to department manager.  In 
1940, he married the former Dorothy Kathryn Weiland (1917-2007), a native of Peru, Illinoi.  
Her father Albert was a cigar packer who later became a postmaster.  Mrs. Herrick was active in 
the Assistance League of Glendale, the PTA, and the Grandview Presbyterian Church. Her 
husband had retired by the early 1970s. 
 
After 57 years of Herrick family ownership, title was granted to Mark and Shelley Brazill in 
September 2013. Mr. Brazill was a stand-up comic and television producer of such series as That 
‘70s Show. Shelley Brazill was a real estate agent. 
 
SPRK Productions LLC, an Helsinki-based firm, was recorded as the owner in June 2016. 
 
Karen N. Young took possession in January 2017. 
 
In January 2020, name on title changed to the R. S. Peled and K. Young 2019 Trust. 
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Notes:  An Assessor’s parcel map, attached on page 6, outlines the original extent of the 
property.  Following subdivision, the house at 825 Cavanagh was built in 1961; 843 Cavanagh in 
1960. 
 
A copy of a sales brochure for the property dating from 2016 is attached on pages 29 through 32.  
It indicates that original plans signed by Paul Williams accompanied the house.  However, their 
current whereabouts are unknown.   
 
Significance:  The Wallace house is potentially eligible for listing on a local inventory of 
significant properties due to its design by a renowned architect, its good state of preservation, 
and its contribution to the architectural and historical context of the Bellehurst Hillslopes 
neighborhood 
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Sources: 
 City of Glendale, Building Department 
 Los Angeles County Assessor (Sylmar district office and Los Angeles archives) 
 Los Angeles Public Library 
 
 Gebhard, David and Robert Winter.  An Architectural Guidebook to Los Angeles, 6th ed. 
  Santa Monica, Angel City Press, 2018. 
 Hudson, Karen E.  Paul R. Williams, Architect: A Legacy of Style.   

New York, Rizzoli, 1993. 
 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses.  2nd ed. 
  New York, Knopf, 2013.  
  
 City Directories:  1929- 
  
 Southwest Builder and Contractor:  June 29, 1928 
  
 Internet Resources, including California Index, California Death Index,  

Gale Biography Master Index, Ancestry.com, and Historic Los Angeles Times 
Database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 (office) 
626-241-4471 (cell) 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com   
 
Copyright  November 2021 
by Tim Gregory 
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PAUL R. WILLIAMS 

Architect 
 

    Paul Revere Williams first gained fame as the only 
major African-American architect practicing in Southern 
California during an era when blacks were discouraged 
from entering the profession.  By the end of his life, he 
was regarded among the most pre-eminent of national 
architects, regardless of race. 
 
Paul Williams was born on February 18, 1894 in a house 
on Eighth Street in Los Angeles, the son of Chester 
Stanley and Lila Churchill Williams.  He was orphaned 
at an early age.  His foster father, Charles Clarkson, was 
a janitor, and Williams often accompanied him 
downtown, selling newspapers at the corner of First and 
Spring while Clarkson worked in a building nearby.  
Williams attended Los Angeles public schools, 
including Polytechnic High School, where he discovered 
an interest in drawing and art.  Determinedly going 

where no black had gone before, he pursued architectural studies on scholarship at U.S.C. and 
the Beaux Arts Institute of Design, completing his academic training in 1919.  Knowing his race 
would be a factor against his success, Williams applied to every architectural firm listed in the 
telephone directory, winning three design competitions while doing so.  In 1914, Pasadena-based 
architect Reginald Johnson "took a chance" and hired the 20-year-old Williams as a designer.  
Williams remained successfully under Johnson's employ until 1917, and it is thought Johnson 
sent a number of referrals his way in later years.  By the early 1920s, Williams could augment 
his resume with work experience with such other local well-known architects as Arthur R. Kelly 
and John C. Austin.      
 
Williams organized his own firm in 1923 and maintained offices at 3839 Wilshire Blvd.  (At the 
zenith of his career, he also established branch offices in Washington and Bogota, Colombia.)  In 
1917 he married Della M. Givens of Los Angeles at the First AME Church.  He was appointed to 
the Los Angeles City Planning Commission in 1921 (he was only 27 at the time) on which he 
served for three years.  Later, in 1953, he served as President of the Los Angeles Art 
Commission.  He was also a member of the California Redevelopment Commission and the State 
Housing Commission.  He published two architectural books, The Small Home for Tomorrow 
and New Homes for Today, both in 1945. 
     
During the course of his career, Williams designed nearly 3,000 buildings.  As his fame as a 
residential architect increased, thanks to word-of-mouth and lavish spreads in magazines, 
Williams' client list became a "who's who" of entertainment industry celebrities and titans of 
business.  Among them: E. L. Cord (the automobile magnate for whom Williams designed a 
house with 32,000 square feet, 30 rooms and an 18-car garage!), Tyrone Power, Bill (Bojangles) 
Robinson, Frank Sinatra, Danny Thomas, Bert Lahr, Adolph Menjou, Cary Grant, Lon Chaney, 
Sr., Fanny Brice, Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall, Betty Grable, Zsa Zsa Gabor, and Lucille 
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Ball.  Williams' designs dot the map in such communities as Hancock Park, Brentwood, and Bel-
Air.  It is said his aim was to make a home's occupants feel special. 
 
Williams is also well represented in the Pasadena area.  Senator Frank Flint, who had bought 
newspapers from him all those years ago in downtown Los Angeles, remembered Williams when 
he began to plan his new 1,500-acre prestige community of Flintridge in 1917.  Approximately 
25 of Williams' earliest designs are still extant at such elegant Flintridge addresses as  4236 
Woodleigh Lane (Louis Cass House--a high-school classmate of Williams--1922), Somerset 
Place above Berkshire Avenue (W. H. Harrison House--1927),  4159 Commonwealth Avenue (J. 
B. Green House--1927), 841 Inverness Drive (King-Beesemyer House--1930), 3718 Chevy 
Chase Drive (Dr. Joseph T. Edward House--1926), 524 Dartmouth Place (Katherine B. Flint 
House--1929), and 503 Dartmouth Place (Haze House--1927).  These were either commissioned 
by Frank Flint himself or were the result of Flint's referrals to customers purchasing building 
sites in his subdivision.   (Williams would return in the mid-1930s to design several more houses 
for the Flintridge Company, scattered among the hillsides in western Flintridge.)   
 
Williams designed the following residences in Pasadena: 200 Fern Drive (Dr. V. Mott Pierce 
House--1928), 150 Fern Drive (a speculative house for the Alta San Rafael Neighbors 
Association--1929), 111 Linda Vista Avenue (Shepard House--1926), 639 La Loma Road 
(1927), and the spectacular Jack Atkin house on the banks of the Arroyo Seco at 160 South San 
Rafael Avenue.  Also of local note is 2210 Orlando Road, San Marino (Bryan House--1931), 
2048 Edgewood Drive, South Pasadena (Burnett House--1925), and 2258 Villa Heights Road, in 
the Kinneloa area of unincorporated Pasadena (Lockhart House--1928). 
 
Palatial houses were not Williams' only stock-in-trade.  In 1924, he won a competition sponsored 
by the Architectural Club of Los Angeles, Small House Service Bureau, with his model homes 
for the modest Lincoln Square neighborhood. 
 
Williams also gained a reputation for his fine design of commercial and civic buildings.  These 
included: Saks Fifth Avenue; the award-winning Music Corporation of America (now Litton 
Industries) Building, and the annex of the Beverly Wilshire Hotel--all in Beverly Hills; Perino's 
Restaurant in Los Angeles; the first Monrovia Civic Center; the Palm Springs Tennis Club (in 
association with A. Quincy Jones); the Los Angeles Courthouse; County (now Hahn) Hall of 
Administration; and three buildings at U.C.L.A.  He was also an associate architect for the Los 
Angeles International Airport: the theme restaurant building was his own design.  During the 
1930s, impressed with the variety and quality of his work, a delegation from Medellin, Colombia 
selected Williams to design a series of homes and a hotel/office complex in their country.  
Examples of Williams' work also appear as far afield as Liberia.   
 
Williams seemed comfortable working in a variety of architectural styles.  His designs varied 
from Georgian Revival to Colonial Revival and from Tudor to Spanish Colonial, but all were 
marked by an attention to detail and proportion.  It was the use of unique accents that made his 
work so desirable. 
 
Remembered as a gentle, courtly man, and a perfectionist with the highest integrity, Williams 
often had to deal with the astonishment of first-time clients who hadn't realized, before meeting 
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him, that he was black.  He became skilled at sketching upside-down, so that he wouldn't make 
his customers uncomfortable by standing next to them.  He tried to make his clients partners in 
the design of their homes, thereby giving them a feeling of control in the situation.  A genius at 
self-marketing, Williams found himself invited to social events in the world of corporate 
America where he made many contacts.  But even while supervising the construction of the Polo 
Lounge at the Beverly Hills Hotel, which he also designed, Williams did not feel comfortable 
venturing out into the pool or other public areas.  It was ironic that for much of his life he would 
not have been welcome to live in the neighborhoods for which he designed such magnificent 
residences, although he could well have afforded to.  However, his family reported they sensed 
no bitterness in him about these imposed limitations.  Eventually he and his wife moved to a 
house of his own design, characterized as "modern", in Lafayette Square Park in Los Angeles.      
 
Williams was greatly honored during his career.  In 1923, he became the first black ever 
admitted into the American Institute of Architects (he eventually would become a Fellow of the 
Institute).  He held five honorary degrees, including doctorates from the Tuskegee Institute and 
Howard University.  He also won the Springarn Medal for Distinguished Achievement from the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.  His last years as an architect were 
spent nurturing the talents of emerging local architects, especially among the African-American 
community.  After a career lasting 58 years, Paul Williams retired from the practice of 
architecture in 1973 and died on January 23, 1980 at the age of 85.  As historian Robert Winter 
said, "Paul Williams stands on his own, not because he was black, but because he was a very fine 
architect." 
 
Although some of Williams’ records that were stored in South Los Angeles were destroyed 
during the civil disturbances of 1992, a great number of his papers survived and in 2020 were 
donated to the USC School of Architecture and the Getty Research Institute. 
 
Sources: 
 
American Architects Directory. American Institute of Architects, 1956. 
Hudson, Karen E.  Paul R. Williams, Architect: A Legacy of Style.   
 New York, Rizzoli, 1993. 
McGroarty, John Steven.  California of the South: A History, vol.  IV.   
 Los Angeles, S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1933. 
Los Angeles Times: January 28, 1980; February 28, 1987; July 23, 1989;  
Pasadena Heritage Newsletter: Spring 1980 
USC Trojan Family Magazine: Spring 2004 
 
 
Tim Gregory 
The Building Biographer 
400 East California Blvd., #3 
Pasadena, CA  91106-3763 
626-792-7465 
timgregory@sbcglobal.net 
www.buildingbiographer.com  
Copyright 
May 2000 
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USC Trojan Family Magazine 
Spring 2004; p. 27+ 
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Los Angeles Times 
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July 1, 2020 
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