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80 9 25+
Climate Action 
Plans (CAPs) 
reviewed

Interviews with 
other 
Sustainability 
Offices

Articles about 
local climate 
equity



Research Summary
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§ 80 CAPs

§ 15 cities (11%) had
strong equity
components

§ 43 cities (31%) had 
weak equity 
components

11%

31%58%



What is Equity?
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Equity in sustainability and climate 
change “refers to fair access to 
resources and opportunities and full 
participation in the social and cultural 
life of a community, as a central 
dimension for promoting livability and 
viability, now and into the future.”

- International City/County 
Management Association
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Equality, Equity, and Justice
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The U.S. may be facing its worst wildfire season 
in a century, and a new analysis of census, 
insurance and wildfire data show Latino 
residents in western states face the greatest 
danger.

That threat to Latinos has grown in the past 
decade, and they are twice as likely to live in 
areas most threatened by wildfires relative to 
the overall U.S. population, according to data 
compiled by climate services firm risQ, which 
analyzes financial sector climate risk.

White residents, meanwhile, have less 
exposure than their share of the national 
population — and their vulnerability actually has
fallen in the last decade.

The danger Latinos face from wildfires is the 
latest evidence to show the disproportionate 
threats that communities of color and of low-
income face from climate change. The 
combination of the shortage of affordable 
housing and Latino population growth has pushed 
people with fickle finances deeper into remote 
locations that are more susceptible to fires, 
according to experts who have studied the Latino 
community and settlement trends in the U.S.
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In Glendale…
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“Affordable housing programs are the No. 1 
thing we need to work on,” [Richelle Winkler, a 
sociology and demography professor at Michigan 
Technological University] said. “It’s the root of 
all environmental justice issues, really, but very 
specifically in this case.”
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City of Oakland
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§ Transportation & Land Use
§ Buildings
§ Material Consumption & 

Waste
§ Adaptation
§ Carbon Removal
§ City Leadership

“The City of Oakland defines “climate equity” 
as inclusive of environmental justice and 
racial and economic equity. Equitable 
climate actions reduce disparate harms from 
the effects of climate change by prioritizing 
frontline communities.”

Vulnerable Groups
Low socio-economic status

People of Color

Lacking services or resources

People with existing health 
issues or of greater risk

Children
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City of Oakland
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Equity Tools
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Timeframe

OCT 
21

NOV – DEC 
21

DEC 21 –
JAN 22

Complete RFP Release RFP Select Contractor
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Thank you.
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